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CONFIDENTIAL , 1

18 April 1951

NATIONAL ESTIMATES BOARD DRAFT COMMENTS ON JCS MEMO "MILITARY
ACTION IN KOREA™®

22, We believe it an unwarranted assumption that Soviet
immediate objectives are concentrated in either BEurope or in
Asia, to the exclusion of the other, The USSR has the capability
of moving in Europe and the Far East concurrently and it is pro-
bable that Soviet immediate objectives ineclude any area which
offers an opportunity for expansion without an unesceptable rigk

of precipitating general war,

' Soviet
Even on the assumption that immediate/objectives are

centered on Westermn Europe, it is arguasble whether the Soviets

would consider it wholly to their advantage that UN forces remain
conmitted in Korea, As against the obvious advantage of tieing

up ‘UI\'I forses in Korea, the Soviets would have to weigh the possi;
bility that these UN forces might drive the Communist forces out

of Korea, therechby preeipitating a crisis in Simo-Soviet relations
and posing the possibility that the USSR might be obliged prematurely
to precipitate a genoral war by intervening in force against the

UN troops. On the other hand,. a withdi'awal of UN troops from Korea

25X1
without a settlement of the Korean issue sabtisfactory to the UN,
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would have the po‘;iticai snd propaganda adventage for the

Soviets and Chinese Comminists of a major victory and the strate-
gic advantage of control of Korea and relief of the pressure on
Chinese Communist troops and resources. The disadvantage %o the
USSR of a withdrawsl of UN forces from Korea would be that these
forces could be redeployed elsewhere., However, it is unlikely
that these forces could all be mede available for use in Europe.

On the assumption that Soviet immedlate objectives are
centered in the Far East,. it 1s likewlse argusble whether the
Soviets would consider it entirely advantagecus to them to have
the UN troops withdrew from Korea, So long as the Korean issue
yemains unsettled and so long as UN forces are contained in Koree,
the Sovi’ets are assured of their hold over the Peiping Government
and can reckon on the likelihood of dissension between the UN
powers, as well as the unlikelihood of effective UN support for
anti-Commnist forcés in Southeast Asia. |
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